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Lake [.'mnu wils lhu.__'h_]:ﬁiinn'-

of a few noble leﬂi‘ﬂt =1
artists, v Py ei|l}, H\'l'll'llj'_r- fiicrs,
and the cream of Oldd iy wood.
Then:in 2002, Geopg@Blooney
Ut the tranquil TSR reat
Squrely in the spothghtn
nowEeports have SYERGRE frrom
Bill Gates to Rupert Mg och
to o Criise .',u,:.a'l.iuhiﬁg
Among s few magnifigent Gold
Coast villas. As H[ii.uI-I:BEI‘i":I.-
wigling Russian (EORNES:
untold Siums ar the lakes
anEtoetatic homedwn '_ 3
JANINE DI CIOVA NINT a8KE i {
Como’s davs are numbered
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bertly afler los-
iz b primc-ministershap in the Julby 1945
elections, Winston Chuechill, stunned
|"l;| the delear samd I:n"hllg Wl rin s
hayme life, Befl for an extedid pomting
habidas oi the shores of Lake Coma As
sumimer waned, he Oew e Daly with his
cntoaruge - ha wile, doughier, phyvaician.
vinlet, seerciary, il debecting i o Exikodis
helonping 1o Field Mardhal Harold Ales-
aaler, the Nt BEard Aldegender of Tunis
The panty staved as Abevander’s guysis w
Villa Le Rasie, 1 the tny & illtp:‘ ol Nal-
traskn @ home Churchill desceibed as a
“ammall palace . (e bt wond in miodern
i {hewairsm.”

That lirst moning, surmoandad by In-
il chilidren, b sal quactly stanng o m
e |k e parinting. 11z Qauphier Sarah
deserbed his work: "A haminous bike wnd
Proaia, bicked by o bectling crag, with a
rrifatiane o villige canghd in ihe senligh
at s oot Lood Moran, ChorelilTs docter.
Wil Lhul Ve Rener prime manisser was
sovemtrmncend by the Like Usit “he st sty
fior frvg hoanrs. brush m himal, onky piusing
Trovm time o tine 1o Lt s sombeera nd
gy s fromn”

Chorchill wasn’t the onby Workd Wit
I header 1o Aol pavee, of o s, a1 Like
Comnin, 25 jibes torth of Milas, dit Lownbar-
by, s the Swass bowder, Mearly e monghs
earier. on Apeil 12, 1945, Benno Misslinl,
e Deadein Foarecter, bl clsod i Mezacgm, 5
try vilkage 20 eviles aborge the lake feom the
Wilks Lo Heme. The evict details of hibs deah
are not known, though & & owedcly twougli
it T aew] Bes eiimess, Cher Potace, were
murdhared | Balian parisims, (The bodacs
were bier Bung on mest Tooks m oo sporne
i Milan} Wis Churchill’s tip o the same
atca ey 2 historicul coineadenee® There
Tuabe lomg beam pamaes that Chuschdll iran-
ched 10 Como that sumimes not amply (s
abiil Bl §éh retmeve soened Beilers in which
he had suppesadly tried 10 peraiade Mus-
sodini to make 3 separate pesce with the
Al subverting e Allses” sauted denpnd

L TR A

fof it e oivd i ol surrender of all ihe
Ase eountries, A recert labian documen-
tary even elmims thae Musziding was shot v
fwn Briish seeret-service agents sting on
Churehill's ondiers

Hut whatever the “real™ reison for
Churchill’s %5 toap 10 Comn, e Raund 2
retreat thit seemed lar remioved from the
hrual war (ki hisd brokien Earope. “Am air
of eomeplete tramginllity and goad lumeur
pervades these hoamaful Bkes wsl villeys,
which are unravaged by war™ Clwrehill
winte “Fhene b a it b b sgen nthe
coumrvisle, the dnellings or the demean
wair o ppeirineg of the inhalsitants which
wonilid anppest thal any vinkent evients lune
besen Busppseiting b 4l wisehl "

That drcansy serse of unsealiiy b cxaly

the roson ol Comws, 4 musiron, Wpmille-
Eomg Lake thal ocks ke am imened Y, has
ulways been a retreatl Tor drtisis, wilers,
arsocnis, and. now, the sery tewly rich
Stendbal was inspined to ot part of The
Charterlanes &f Pamin on Conle's shores,
Verdi composed Lo Pt here. Liney
{pres it Lovtore oo Dot Bellifh Niirn
Winrdeoworth, Shelley, Puceind, and Bossin
all foumd ingpiomis a8 Como, Leonords
din Vinel used 1he aircans and swaikerfils as
B sttingt for Mrianws of e Bocko Jofin
F. K-cl'llu.'ll_l- alived lsere, as did N..\rmkun
Hitchooek made ik first lilem, The Phrmame
Ergrudery, oni e ground of the Yilla JLlte,
the Rake's premaer hotel, in 1925

witie b Eronmded by ihe
wtight of hostory, from the
gromal villas which string
ol aiong the lake like 2
o af pearts 1o the noble

J Gumilies which go bk 1o
: the Renaisaance, o the

ghosts of Enropenn anstacrats amd C§d
Hollwood, i i thul combination of glim-
our and exchusivity whinh b new driweng
i moneyed Russdons, American veniure
capialists, halliopamre publishers, Intermet
and auriine mosguls. and the latest gonerm-
Lo aof Halb'swnd stars,

“Mew money wlwans wands b be wirh old
e coimmenbed ome ks denm oo
1 spaake 1

Accoidimg 1o Fruncesan Lo, who rim
B labritums, Uhwe most caclusive reabestalg
agensy m Come dwilh brunches i Mosoow
1irad "_\‘mm-.\luri::p. s TR pd (Y I‘iw o Wy
mew forcign chents @ wesk duning the peak
ssmeanth (vt b by villos, Ui s o in
thie 20t places. i The workd to e, thandks
o Deorge Clooney™ Lgoni smiles, “Clooney
il ot sverst hog wanter bu b's el o rew
e Ioe Lake Como” Clooney bougly his
IBth-certuny pulecrem groorhitieral Vills
Cleundrne from the Heine Gomily o N2 for




8 Verds, Wordsworth, Shelley.
sand Pucemi all found spiration
at Comas John F. Kennedy
St;jl}?t‘.d hﬁtIi'. as did Na P( e 1.
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A LAKE LESY DRI ZRY
iy o § e
|0 b
Farirer hosthe o 1 ackane Yigon, & the

swm ol Comchbe - souttwm sl o Am
“Fren Roeswiien™

X

LT
Raabomee p-u,-.u.h.-- il colebuilan, ™ e
Bl af Camabbin

L O R R
Coama's pownim Fotel, i Ciernobiie

B el B
Feniai whowd Wirngnn [nuwrk
it ulle Wkl W 1 @ 10e
wellesijit ! BAn B o

B s B

Farttint he

Do Wyapoue, Ul
wverad my fey Inmidy, o kot

L7 I - R
Comorrpe Cloorery's home, borrmaly ceamed Ly
s Hlasr famly o e alloge ol Lol
mtthepen end of e B Bosmwbim

0 R S i
E'u-iw-.: B bk gt g Torhaed
bfl.'-hl.“. wi Loviarsns,

D Vil oo Hethapes

T AL i wiiach scomed mtonoemigal
oty thhoe i, it whuch s ponuits noss; when
vilkes com sl o meagly D iames 3 ns 1|...|'|

T harre ¥t g 0 thiv
CRipeonso Muntegieea, o i
Congsco. “The e e pimy Jre cners
17 Salvie Berluseon looks af o place. the
pesce wones nipe 15 Cllooney sells limnornm,
the price will deop” Miesie
his Tls, isan engimede whi dua
a0 e lkeside villis, inelodng ||I-
Chlearndra, when it sull belonped 10 the
Hl..'|11.l' Giminky, He g gl (e formeer o
of Vil La Cissinella, i Lo, which kis
Iather, vk, hanli m 19230 Many locals bes
lizwe i bs o v by Bichand Hninson,
or M Viegin® us he 13 called bere, Bai
Hranson's ofMice denees that be oo e
Praperty, ] Manierarra e
his huser ¢ Whoever owns 1 urrenihy

i AR

SPLICEAT M)

o 0 fhanse

basing i pool built bn fall view of the lnke,
which angers muainy kicals who leel thig it
shoukd be bull i n2ore descrest Tocution
sy e Erounds )

Prwvmig proves wvam e than Wesaern
industridists and 1ol sl st s ey
rich Rusonams, whey, Lo says, araive wiih

stnberees Fall of codh “They think 8% geeat”
Loguniat sans. “ERul 4 beds o mink e WWikE Wiew
e sabowoan gl Ty dodkirs

oy stairtund burving porope rics withowt
[T R | went” says Eneo
Mliery, o p 1
s it sarly all the wilkas ko
b imil liaas also dogumentod Comaos
laryomis silk l!.dl-.ﬂl:i._ “Theey had s Timdts

1 pulilidner s

Theéy banppde whah they lked.”

Wows i huediy blame them. Cooen i
A et ilar e with the glacier kike
Bemgith the hidzan 'i.‘|-a._||.-|1\||
Il_- amall wvwns and villages wnd the cay
of Cvanes. 1 he a1 dean, The people are
Trwmith. Toe
thim euse Pumie o M

omaap o Eaikie Couo published in the
Nalian mewspier Lo Bowrtdalon shamed
purpried recent gurativies by, gnsg
s, Ibramsr, Amergan v
f e i Camwedl, il the k.-;..l-.l\. '|1l:|
||h|=.. b Mirban Boappaion, Silvio Berlosoo
ni, the Tormer BolliEn prime menster, s
been semechiing for o propenty for mont s
for B b, 0 o skl L Repaidioa
st meparted thud Tom OCriose onrs o
erty om L ol that Hall Gides o actmdy

et 3 willi

fond 10 enirnomlinar 1t ke

L

Lok Comman wits & st

whad Torpodten destinn

i, Moy L omieachi com

plails aboin sy ks A

1o aeckends when the

_ mewly rebirace i spoad

b *Then

v i e

was A me” s e “alen

all v Bzairdd om ihe bk was the sound of
aniThigiie, of tonnss hills soumcing om el

Coatts Mo th 1
farws of SIS amd il of expensive
sprsrts eaes i i lee snll il
e poay ol st Lisiks then

e whwle ol of |I'_l
AgTEviy o alis
TR, W

b ...'|*-|'rh|.'|". fn
:||.'|_'I.'-c va e fse, the anlilie 1@
Tz Divend here log penc i s ar
ke gsaarily thrille] with the cha
thes huve ways of mat
T o ‘fl||1|' 1 Prdvenl dessieg R Eikms
low b vl i, fhue e D v T st bkl g
resjuire et Faen ol il i aire X .Lu'\-c_IL
BC A paree
| 1u o betfore o conmitoe thal o
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“Clooney didnot invent
= hot water, but he's
made anew name for

[Lake Como.”




arte

examing amd approve all pew peojecis. IF
by tidd €0 K. his plans. amosther offfioe
woukd have fosecond them, ~Ins frpos.
adbske e Bo aller @ wiiiskim,” savs o vilks
HLERT,

Tleere m ol nn Alee Throwgh the Look:
it Cilpses dimension o aying propeny on
Lake Conno, First, oven though there ame
rrene Ehis a1 harnel b 4illis s the regiion,
ihere are o lngted member grownd e
T, perhaps o fow’ devren ruly rsignicont
properies, mamy of which are never i sk,
Homes are wially prssed divwn through
ihe gervrations, peconding 1o Roben Tves,
an iestor froms Manin Couny, Californla,
whee spent sis years finding his home in
Cown, Vills Colls

“A main and s Gumily lve in tle hoas
Vet was fwmeerdy e is perhaps sill oce
cupied by his paress” Eves s, speaking
semwrally, “Why would one scll bis or lier
N whien 8 i mssumed that 8 wil lise
ecunte the hamse of the nest gererntion of
children?”

Wuschy Nk e wealthy enclonves o lis-
Iy, there are o mubiple-disting services in
oo, aitd o Web sifes on which sellers
sun post bistings of potgngind ayers onter
Homsing requiremants, There ane oo o
sabn sigas " This 12 the untithesis of Amers-
ain “sholgun” marketing.” ays Eves, "Here
i's all w big seeret and 1% a wonder thal
amytliing ever seils.” 50 people are Gcver
priessing whad gl be on ihe murket, Vil
i FomaneBe, cwned by the Versaor fimsily,
fnw pestiance, 5 tilwis for sade and ahways
o fioe sk says | poni

Thee rowle 10 bary & discreet, ssys Fues,
I siamscone wands 1o sl his home, Tie -
suallv mentions if to a Meicnd or favorei
dgend, whe agrees (o keep it secret uniil the
mos| propiteus moment. Then the apen)
casuslly mentions the svilablig o the
POPREILY S anather ggent, or to peapke
whe have exprassed indeeest Inbaying. Then
i sl 3% disoreetly placed. Tlhen o =visy™
arranped.

hen thene o the muatler of prive. How

mueh, for instance. would Vilk Fonta-
el sell i Liponi shiregs, “A pen costs one
cuie, bisl when #% o Bimous pen, everwone
wants iL” ¥illn Pazsalacqua, reporiedly
imwmngel by Ciotwell, which & not technical-
Iy o sk buat sandel s Ko the right price,
couhd Fach arouncd 357 million.

Amcther neson kor hagh poces s lat theve
oty ome prart of the luke where cveryone
wranies s e el Wi Romaiic,” or Cokl
Cows ol Comno, a five-mike stocich on (he
western aide Dotwesn Uhe toms of Carnobien
and Latglin, whach gats tse sun in the mom-
inge—=The pobd ia the nwoutly,” says Uponi.
S the samic BRI v ow s R e e

VANITT FAIE | mwmamienbin tom




Lake Como

CENTEN Db réa Fas i o \l5|1L:I"I'j;‘1 HS
competing for the sane limiled propertios.
Rerluseoni, perhaps more discrimanating
Ihan most neweoimers, fas looked o) 7 fol”
of properties, aceordmg la Ugori, but he
s v o Lhree, note of which are
[ sule, “Her

Wnls 4

useeni came ene Saturday with
his wile te see the howse even Lheugh they
kv sl B0 s nol Tor sale,” savs Michcle
Canepa. an elegint sk mdustriadisg whose
Frmily has bBeen in the business o
crations, and who peoduces Gibeic for hanie
citure oses such s Clsar de le Renta
Chanel, and Tamvin, Cancpd owns Villa
Balkizame, in Ossuccios which dites bick o

the Renassance and s consaiered one of the
mest beamirul vilkas on the kike,

Yo can teach Yilla 11 Baliviano by boa,
b 2 o dvive shong Via Regina, e norrow:
takeshore rooed, you enter throogl
witlled garden with bursting roses

wient
mine.
hsdlrngeas, and calveanthus plams, There
i o el sl regak oy press trees leading te
the steme doars of the house.

Cardinals cnd counts onee bved here
Cumepu Bas modernized the interior, leay-
i e origingl trompe Focal e pactorat
sequences painted by the Becehi brathes

i L3 bt adding ahstricel Gorman painl-
ings From Ge 19505, Gls, amd T Thers are
molern Babics that come from Canepa’s
Fctary sand @ miignificent bl gowne mennl-
ed on 1he wall, made by his wilt in the 80
[ur a musenm competition with & Fortuny
Theme.

In the danimg room, which siil hos the
origimal IEth-century frescoes and o ey
Wenetian o vstal chandelior, Sr Lankan wail-
ers serve risota seisoned with fresh herbs
Trom the serden. aned homensacle i sorhe,
Canepa whao s one of the silk manalacipe
ars i Commw whae stll doovery well despite
slobaliztion—admits Tis bie on the lake i
rarelied, Would he ever sell Vel 11 Balhiane?
He shakes hes Bead fire by e,

“aome things are bevond cash”’ he sovs.
santiling shight v,

(—_‘Ollxtl'llulima o the Libertestvie Villa
AL Dhosso Prsami begam in [897 and was
completed e 19500 The villa sits high on
a hilliop loeking oo onte the Take, Carle
Prossi, aowriler, buill the poctice os o plice
o emert fus Irierads ard inseribed man
L0 peems und epilaplis. on
tHae white marble columens inside 1
yarsd

His pranddanghter, Giosetie Reverdin
Praam Dasst, hos paignant memaries of
arowing upin the vitk, She remembers 1he
Wl years i Com ber mother packing
the precieus leatherbound hoeks

ol Thetr namee

L=

1 he

hboring Lirmes. benmbs diopping
oo 1 Ehe villa

spring of 1994, all the win
shisttering. She abso remembers an alerwar
party peeking theough the hig doors of the
Ballreom and seeing er mether oo long
o, hundred people dancmg ad eating,

Hul those wiere different times =My matl-

o ad live servanea” she sovs " SNow | e
only ane servant, The strirs are haed Tor me
1o elinh, W used o have deliveries w1l
heose, Now we 2o 1o the supermarke.”
When disd Tie cliinge™ There were stir
vines in the Tae R0, Vil o Este started
doing promaolions, bringing sctresses like
Bette Davis or soap stirs,” Pifler
I bt tzese were oleworthy events sy
thing, puerhaps, about the &
et
Sene recill the lrst wave of arrivistes
10 the early Eus, when the Fishion crewd
are
reportedly now enshrined in o privice chapel
o the grounds of the nnilys TSth-century
Willa Fontasedle. W,
sivs By Piflieri, -

albs,

IS
copy Coms of

tollerweel Crianng Versaoe--whose ashes

reace opened the paes,”
Belore tha, it had enly
bren Lhe eld, moneyed Mikimese Ginalivs,”
Versave, who had scquired his crupm-
Bling vallin i 1977 introduced Elon dahn
and Madooma to the lnke Later came Me-
chael Dasugelis und Catherning Aeta-fones.
They told their Tricnds. Des
Bill Blass
Calvin K
vaationing in Comao. In 20000 Srer e
Epfcife 1 Airoel of the Clivees waos Tilmed
in part ol the Vil del Ballsianello, which
i ut drareaticnlly into the like, | More
recently, oo Fopale wis shot there as
well Jennifer Loper came on ber haoey-
ooty e 2000 wih ber second hoshanad, Cris
Judd, Britney Speers
honesinocned, Bt the g
Cloomey s 2002 purchase of Villa Cleandra,
it b Ty villiage of Laglicn Aceording 1o
Rabert Eves, *The price crially amnnd

ers such as

Dronma Karan, Balph Loaeren,
aned Orecar de I Renta began

€

iited; Tori Spelling

gest chanee was

e Crold Cozsl, shot op ™

Temn Croise asked to close down the Wil
W Este Tor b wedding to Katie Holimes, in
2000 Creguest relused | Then vanwe Ange-

am | EAMITY FATR
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Lake Como

lima Jole and Brad Pi, visitiag Clooney;
the couple reportedly expressed amninteres
in setting married al Como. This rumor
sparked sueh o meds uproar that Reuters
anel other news agentivs sent reparters.
Al e come the Bugsians ancd the hillion-
s with Jots of cash and nowhers o buy,

"l ook me sixovears e find my propee-
savs Robert Eves, He eventually boughi
ke Caller, s he renzmed i, but the process
was pducus, mone courtshio han real-estate
iransacticn. Eves had met the owner of the
villa threwgh Frin o Ulgogu iy 2000, The
aay e It nerinterest e s conlm-
edd searching, He estimates that he looked
ul maybe 300villas,

ST st villas §oowred were oot like
Hie tyepacal offering in America,” he savs
“Ohne ville on the lakeshore had not been
seenpied T vears. Iohad noelectric-
i 2. o waler syslems remaink
Aasethiers a Liberty-sivle willas onoa hill

[

averlooking the lake, had been vaean for
2 vesrs: Lheves Bad removed all the win-
dowes, 1he earved wond pancling. even The
Neroring,

In the meantime, Bves had continyed 1o
meet with the ¥Vills Calk
| w L be frends, “The u-
tre availability of the home was nol even
discussed,” Eves recalls. Then, one eve-
ming, “the owner of the vills apnounced a
i dimier that he decided 10521l his beauli-
Ul bormwe 1o o frend Robert Bves,” Fuey
savs. 1 was proud and Bonoeed” Bul still
there wis ro mention of price. Another vear
wenl by and fimally o price  he declines to
sath whal—was agrecd upon. 7 1old George
Clooney gl dinner one might e he vast me

Fmmialy, aned ower

cals they

N

VANITY FalR

NI

well over & million dollars” extra, savs Eves,
who met the actor m Milan afler the “court-
shp ) I Jameary 2006 the denl was al last
concluded.

But Eves’s story i exceptional. Partly 1t
wis his pa

e, but also s respect and
love for Come, which won over the owner,
Other old fanelies reluse e sell, no matier
how el maney i laid on the table.

A[hmil Besang Ciani Tves alone in Cer-
U & nobbio, i the Beautifully Tading Villa
Besana, which ance hoysed her busband s
Farmnily. Avvong their number were explorers,
members of Parhament, patriots whi foughi
with Gartbaldi the Bunily history i long.
Besana Ciani hersell resembles @ charactor
From an Edith Wharton novel, with her rope
ol pearls, ber redined manners, her Queen’s
English aceent, {Wharton loved Come and
Jeatured @t in her 1904 book., Fafion Vil
wngd Their Grdeiis ) She serves pre-lunch

e, angd cald white
aded vernndu everlooking the
n leading to the lake. She
talks arwomn Lhe past

aperitifs, iy salted past
wine o her
long, green gand

“There was an air of jos m the honse. My
daughter and seven nephews plaved in the
sirden” she savs 1o melancholic voice
litt in Como from the time she

She rec
wits i litle girl Bur sowe she savs, she s

waorried about how the voung generation of

Comaschi, such as her s
who lives in I
colmirics

Inside. the v built in the 17th cen-
ry s Lled sl cool. Resana Clani points
Gl precions objects the portruts al Enrice
Besana, who traversed America and New
Zealund on horsehack in the 18005 his
maps: his exquisite traveling bar with crystal

an dauehter.
1k, s leaying for ather

decanters, tiny golden Hgueor glasses: a por-

celain callection From China. She tells sto-
ries o howw her lmsband’s ancestor Buaron Ep.
polite Ciani Bought the Villa d'Fste in 1834,
during the Austrian occupation (the period
of the Risargimente, which culminated in
the 1870 unficatzon ol Kalyy The legend is
that the baron used the Ville d'Este as the
ceiter of the anli-Austrian movement and
sund firewerks mto the sky with the colors of
the Ralian Mag. “These men were patriots of
Taly el Lake Como. preat men.” she savs.
B now the modern patriots of the Tike
are rich peaple who want 1o destroy ie 10
they buy my vella thes wall divide it up inta
Aparimenls,”

She Bas had countless affers to sell—Trom
Russians and others—but always relused.
“My howse is like an ofd lady who spuaks
womne of all the people who loved her” she
st et by

There are miny peaple arownd the Like
who have the same sense ol history as Besana
Crand. But huge sums of money are band w re-
saat, andd she fcks ofl on her fingers the noble
families who were foreed o sell or rent, “Hs
wery dilficuls w fight against money”™ she ad-
mits. “Lwm sorry nol o be an eptimest My
AL i here, My childbood was hene, But it has
chianged, 10 anee was so intimate,”

ke Come has alwovs been g magne

for the elite, Mincteen hundred vears
apo, the orator and writer Pliny the Young
er, who was born in Come, wrote Lo his
Triend Romanos, “1 have several villis apen
the Borders of this lake, but there are two
pacbicularty inowhich | take most debiohi,,
e of them stands apon s rock, and over-
looks the ke the other actually ouches it
The firse . Feall my tragic the other . .omy
conie

a0 The former does not (eel the

foree of the waves: the Tater hreaks them:

EEPTEMRBEE 2007



(o that von see the lshi
this vou may fish yourselr”

w-vrssels; from

I o elose your eves o Lhe constrction
al the new swimming pool being buill oo
close o the water's edee ot the mysterions
il Lan Catssinedla fdoes Branset own it or
Uoyocan imagine Plimys Lake Cone,
Oreven lurther back

The Ren

s nerived bere in the second

centiery e and the cove near Bellagio,
whoere the ke Torks, was tarned inte an
imperrtint miditary and teading point, In the

first ventury, the wealthy Ginilies from M-
Ty and onber parts ol Ttaly began 1o build
willas 1o escape the city's stlling summes
heat, The Visconus arrived as varly s the
[dih century. (The K]
Viscontn the films directon, anes by at Vil-
T Erba, im Cernobbiog Adier the Viscontis
cinme the Stores, Theie Como puesls were

s deseendum Lue

ilbustriens. A the December 1453 wedding
al Branca Murin Slorra o Emperos Masi-
sl one attendes, Leonardo dia Yine.
Wil ity disappointed by the ke m
wimter, T These trips should be made in
monthn of Mav, he wrote oo messaee lefi
helumd after the corcmany,

towis i the 17008 tha Lombardy came
unler Avsirian rude. This was the begin-

aiig ol Ceanes coomannic expansien and 1he
domination of the silk mdustry. Sitkwarms
had been imported w Como, nd Tor o Line
the regron prodouced the most beacdiul =itk
1 Lhae - Come prespered, Al the begin-
ndustri
maneyed fanihies in Lenhbardy begare boild.

5 Somwe of these

wing of the Revolution, the new
g cver mione eliborie v
Lnhies =01l have them,

iah lards and Bussan pronces
i Hhe 18005, The villas, throogh the coming
vears, bousel tremendous parties full of

arrivxd

SLPTENMRER PODY

rowally sl hoads of state—Kadser William,
Frang Joseph [othe King of Albanis, the
Cheens of Spain. Sweden. and Romania, the
Cirnind Duchess Catleerine of Rossia, Lacdy
Chamibserfm, the Sheikh of Kuowait. and
Franklin Delaro Roosevel, bong Fiarouk of
pLospent Bis honeymoon in 1931 a0 the
Crrsendd Hotel e Bell

YT o ean spend your entire tme m Como
L omeg Biva speedboar zipping around
e fakee. Butl sou only get o true sense al

1
e wereht o hestory and Vhe impartance of
preserving i when vow coter the villas, ©n
an evercast kuc-spring morming, | takes o
Bout most people ivel across Lhe ke by
ot 1o see Prince Fulee Crallarat Scow
Villa Melat P Eril, one ef the mest illustrioos
vl

hothe G-
ing. 1 spet the neeciissival and smperiad villa
ievugly the oy press trees that partidly hide

oo the lake. Before we v

it from the lake, The house wa
IR0t LRI Tor Francesco Mulsi
anvestor of the prioee™ and o vice president
ol the shor-lived Talion Republic when it
was constinned under Map
Fhe prince pulls o heivy key from his
vk quict. His
srandficher ke Tommaso Ciallaratt Scoth,
a diplomat, emertained Churehill here in
the 19305, Another ancestar, the Gra Duke
ol Melziis thougn wo fwve been one of da
WViners overs, The rooms ane dusty and smell
el eather. There ane twe portrars of Napo-

leen’s rule.

vest and leads me inside the

b

b, ome in which be bolds o map with his
Iy There are bronze tables

hamds all over 1

oy Mantredini, There i a locked cupbonrd

frome which the prince pulls an ornate blue
cashmere coat with gold it that an one time
belonged o Francesco Mela d Bril. There is
a heavy ouest book with aristoeratic signa-
tures ping back hundreds of venrs. From o

window, vou can see Villa Carlotta, scross

the prinee swvs. " Dieals were brokered.”

But newe the neble families are “extine
euishing.” He adds, "Before, Como was
Tahian.”

Lake other residents, he savs he has been
olfered Tarpe sums of money o sell the villa,
Pt has abways relused, He has olso refosed
fworent it Tor partivs or weddings, 16 vou
open something up commencially” he sa
Sy lose vour property. This vella is price-
less, Yo camnot pul menetary value on il
He Tas, howeser, opened the gardens with
their Egyptian sculprures aid exotic Mow-
ersto the publics That 15 as T as he wall
let modern il resch mio his feldom, and
requests Py VRS or private viewings haive
breen refised

“Mew money does not aederstand the

histery or the culture of these vill

i
sava. walking with me through the tiny vil-
fupe of Loppia, most ol which s still owned
b b Sy 1o the dock where our boat is
witling,

Chin the way bome Trom Villae Melzi, Ser-
aien, the boatman, points out Villa Olean-
i Is the first place Lywdimila Putin, the
Russian prestdent’s » e Lo be taken
when she visted Como twa summers ago
dowill el me later: “She dud ot
ash, “Whers is the cathedral?” She asked,
“Where 1 the house of Georoe Clooney? So
sl ook a boat aed wend 1o see the hoase
George Clooney,”

o sl o

T here is indeed plenty of stargacing al
Lk Cono, ban part of the reason tha
ares is hat locals tend 1o
protect them AL Gatio Neve. the most star

arilies Jove |
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Lake Como

ry restaurant in the area, the owner, Fausto
Fontani, guards clients such as Britoey
Spears. Daniel Craig, and Kylie Minopue
Bike o mama lion. and says the privacy aof ov-
uryome, lourists or celebritics, is respected.
But when boats shew so Lthat tourists can
aape il Clooney’s property or Branson’s sup-
posel home or giber landmack villas, there
is Dittle the homeowners can do, The lake is
public property.

Clooney, Lo his preat eredil. is beloved
by lecals, Revently be joined o campaign 1o
stop construction of @ large parking complex
and Hoating briige in Laglio near his villa,
caonvening 1 meeting of local activists al
¥illa Oleandra, ~1 don’t want my presence
here 1o be a pain ta the aher citizens.” he
told the newspuper Corviere defia Seva,
if you ask me, these proposals are in every
probubility just to exploil the fact that T lve
here.” The sctor even said hel sell the villi
iwnd meove 16 the bulldozers arrived. {The
nmaryor of the village eventually decided
serap the plans and told (0 Heekh, “To Mr
Cloomey we gave the honorary eitizenship.
We allare prowd o his choice te live here on
Lake Come™)

The laculs see Cloomey s e frerve ragz-
au, a pood guy, He tries wspeak Ttalian, He
plays basketball with the children. He rides
his Bicycle down the winding roads without
his badypuirds, Inoretaren, the locals, whoe
unelerstand the value he has added by put-
ting the Tinle village of Laglio on the map,
prenect him, Some locals have been Krown
L preimd tourists who ask for George Cloo-
ney™s villa in the wrong slirection. says one
L omeLsen,

Conm"ﬁ social hulv is Villa d'Este. It
was buill 1 156% by o prince and was
liter a eoyal residence of o future Queen
of Englund. Caroline of Brunswick, be-
[ore becoming, in 1873, one of the most
lumeus hotels i the world, Located in the
town of Cernobhio, on the southern end of
the Ceolil Cowst, it is o magical place, The
seented gurdens stretch out, o blending
of Barogue and Romantic landseaping.
There is a poal, which Noats et onle the
lake, where Arneld Schwarsenegper and
Broce Springsteen have played with their
chilklren.

Muny of the rooms are Tull of astiques
and priceless paintings, and the guests
T included King Leopaold, 1he Duoke and
[Duachess of Windsor, Rita Havworth, Clark
Ciuble, and Viadimir Mabokov, There are
wonderful staries, such qas how Mardene Tic-
irich visited in 1944 but would appear on
Lhe like only incognita, in a big hat. Elon
Johe had his personal chel® tuke cooking
clusses here, and Hitcheock used o come

WAMITY FAILR

o ey i cen

in s question the hotel’s chel abm which
cooking machines be used, The restaurant
is Famous for il risatlo. but Gianni Agnellis
lavorite dish was simply the bean salul with
Lomaboes,

The hetel is now partly owned by the
Droulers. a French Bsmily who areived in
Coma in e %30y to work in the linen in-
dustry, The eldest son, Jean-Mare Dirgulers,
the currem C.E.Ou and president of the hotcl.
iz often erediled with spicing up the image
of Willia " Este inthe 1980s, Today, while the
ald legions of American and French wurists
are still coming, sitting om the termace drink-
ing champagne are 3 new breed of guests:
Russians harking inte ecll phones ar picking
awiy ul Black Berrys,

They dont smile, they don't say "B
sarrer” in the elevitors, the way polite suesy
do. In the evening. tall. slender women
wearing fourineh gold heels and dressed in
leopard-print Cavalli dresses prowl the hall-
ways on Lheir way 1o dinner. AL break fast,
burly men signal wiiters by snapping their
fingzers or commanding 1hem in lomes one
wittd use with o dog. They wear their dress-
g eowns wnd smoke cipgars in the lobly.

“Russians are tough,” siys one emplyee
who can't be named. ' Beeause they arrived
al money so quickly, they never learned
manoers or cullurg, They loek a1l 4 menu
arud sean i for what is the most expensive,
Tor them, that is class. They huve no idea of
whit good Laste 5.7

AL Mavedane, o restaurant in the city of
Coma fvercd by Hollywoeod people. the
proprictor, Ciuliano Cosurtelli, whose Bum-
ity has run 1he restauram for generations
anel Bas seen i all, tells me aboot a Rossian
millicnaire who aresed the night before me
with o beautiful youmg woman, He phened
ahend to order a tablelul of expensive. rare
Mowers, He drunk two bottles of Cristal,
Then he had the Bowers sent to Moscow by
private jet the nest day.

Cruche extravagance is one thing. Sotoe
Russtans arouse durker suspicions, as they
der i wther parts of Europe they Tiave colo-
nized. such as the Rivicra, *Every single
time X arrives.” savs the Villa d'Este em-
plovee, relerencing a Russian steel magnale,
1T Tealian seeret service arrive immedialely
after and question everyone ahout his move-
ments.”

“Frankly. 1 check the Russins out befiore
they come,” suys onc husinessmai in the
are, who gomelimes Bosts visitors and re-
lies on an Hallan visa apeney for intelligenee.
TS o Damd e o You make a few phone
calls and you know whe you are baving us
a gues,”

Though hocal gossip has it that seme Co-
maschi bomeowners refuse to sell 1o Rus-
siang, one real-cstaie agent says, | think that,
everl il semeonc tells yvou (his, i Russiin
arrives and offiers the gskied price, cvervome

will say, Yes, thanks.” Many Russians prefer
to pay in cash, this agent adds, even when
prices dre in the millions, though, he says, an
Italian anti-Matia Bw makes i illegal to ac-
cepl mere than 12500 cures in cash.

Ruoher s suys another way of prolect-
g the villas is to buy them not [or invest-
ment but for preservation. ™1 am putting my
villa into i trust for the benefit of my chil-
tren with strict rales that they canoat sell
for o prodit. | is Jor their children andd their
children's children.” he writes in an e-mail.
“Acvilla on the west shore of Lake Come is
an extravrdinary fesore, and it should be pro-
teeted and carried theowgh the senerations
in the traditional [alian wiy.”

SIJ whit will happen to Cono?

I first came o the northern lakes ram
Londen as o young student. more than two
decales ago, and then returped about 10
years ago with my Malian-born father. 1 was
a stramee. Thomas Mann-like vovage, My
Tather was teraminally i1l buat did net ver know
it. He would he dead within a vear, and il
wils the Jast time he would see Mty

It was ke who told me the history of the
et of Musslin’s arisly end, of Churchill's
parntings, und of the nearby northern (Tonl
m World War L where my great-unele gnd
wramllather fought in trenches tand my
greatuncle diedy He toll me about the silk
industry umdd the invaders from the north
who came e eongquer Raly 218 e

My futher took me 1o the train station
when | was returning 1o London. We ad
tea first. I the café, an edd man with
i comic-book Iron Curlain =
imitation-crocodile shoes was siltting with a
sexy voung woman, They began to chat with
us. They were visitors from Russia o Tuli-
day. Bul the girl kept winking al my clderly
futher. and the man kept oflering me a i
1o Milan. Bt was mather odd. and eventually
hey lefl

“Russians in the Ralan kakes, Tow strmge”
my father remarked. Then he acklest “Tid you
st his shoes? Never trust @ man with chesp

cenl and

ing this spring. 1 kept thinking that
the Russians are certainly present in the
likes nowe. But they don't wear cheap shoes
ANy e,

The day T lefl Coma. it was drizgling
slightly, From the elaborae termce of ¥illa
1 Desso Pisand, in e mountains shove the
lake, [1ook a fioal look at the grand villas
curving loward the wiler and the unspoilud
purcels of hilltep land. | could see small
honts and smell pasmioe, Everything looked
probably The wiy Churchill panted it, more
than 66 vears ago. Bul 1 wonder what it will
ook like in 15 vears and remember what
Longfellow once weote of Like Come [
Ask osell” s ahis o dream? | WOl it vanash
o air?™
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